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Satire is a famously elusive genre that defies a simple definition. The term itself indicates poetry 
“stuffed full” of the miscellaneous topics served up by Roman satirists, including morality, class, 
politics, freedom of speech, sex, food, and friendship. In this course, we will trace the unique 
contributions of each of the satirists, beginning with Horace (first century BCE) and ending with 
Juvenal (early second century CE). Through our readings, we will see how the qualities, 
characteristics, and style of the genre shift with each author and, through a comparison with the 
satiric spirit of Greek Old Comedy, consider whether the Romans legitimately claimed the genre 
as entirely their own. Some consideration will be given to the evolution of the genre subsequent 
to the classical period.  
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